
Over the last three years the MOSES project has sought to understand and quantify the
sustainability dimension of Blue Growth and has resulted in the development of integrated marine
sustainability assessment toolkits and sustainable transition plans using  a number of case studies
across the Atlantic Arc. This newsletter showcases some of the highlights from the project over
the last 6 months.

Latest News - Summer 2021

MOSES at
European
Maritime Day 2021
Having been invited to be a panel
member at the Sustainable Coastal
Tourism session for European
Maritime Day on the 21st of May
2021 Stephen Hynes highlighted the

work carried out as part of the EU Interreg Atlantic Area Programme project MOSES. The key
findings which emerged from the collaborative research on sustainable growth paths for marine
tourism were pointed out.

Prof Hynes was particularly keen to point out how vital to the transition management approach
examined in MOSES is continued community collaboration which is essential from the outset of
any marine tourism initiative development. It was pointed out that regional policy-makers are well-
placed to undertake this work and benefit from the exchange of experience with the local
communities facing these challenges. For example in the Irish case funding of €19 million was
announced in May to build “world-class” facilities at 22 locations across the country where marine-
based activities are a key visitor attraction. These plans were developed in partnership between
the Irish tourism authority, Fáilte Ireland and Local Authorities.

Prof Hynes also noted that we are currently going through a transformative opportunity to tackle
some of the most pressing development challenges facing the sector and it is great to see the
coastal tourism industry taking the opportunity to build back better following the pandemic by
focusing in a systematic way on the sustainable use of the coastal and marine natural capital, and
the local coastal communities that underpins it. For further information on the session see

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/maritimeday/get-involved/workshops_en

Watch it again - All
of the conference
video now online
 

On 24th and 25th March 2021, MOSES partner, the Socio-Marine Economic Unit (SEMRU),
hosted the 5th International Symposium on the Oceans in National Income Accounts. As well as
showcasing the work of MOSES the 2-day symposium involved representatives from government,
industry, academia and international organisations who shared their national and international
perspectives on progress made in measuring the ocean economy. They discussed ways in which
international ocean economy statistics can be improved through satellite and natural capital
accounting approaches as well as examining how the usage of such information by policymakers
can be improved. The sessions are available to watch back below. The Book of Abstracts for the
symposium can be downloaded here and the Speaker Profiles here Session 1: Ocean Economy
Accounts

Speakers: 

• Ms Yasmin Schinasi Romeu and Mr Angel Calvo Santos, DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries,
European Commission
• Ms Weiling Song, National Marine Data and Information Service, People’s Republic of China
• Dr Seok-Woo, Choi, Korea Maritime Institute
• Ethan Addicott, Yale School of the Environment, USA

Blue Growth
Pathways series
launched at the
final Moses event,
24th March 2021
 

The Blue Growth Pathways series is now available to download for several ocean industries across the
Atlantic Area. Using the Transition Management (TM) framework, the potential of Blue Growth is
identified by comparing drivers and barriers likely to impact the growth and assessing what is needed for
a sustainable transition that supports national and regional development objectives. Transition
management focuses on the development of sustainable pathways that can overcome barriers and
maximize opportunities and can steer innovations to become established within reformed and more
sustainable regimes. MOSES has adopted transition management as a broad analytical framework
through which to understand existing marine management regimes and to stimulate thinking about how
more sustainable regimes may be realized in the future. This has resulted in a series of
booklets/guideline documents for some sectors of the marine, including ports & shipping; offshore
renewable energy; aquaculture, marine & coastal tourism trails, and fisheries. 

Blue Growth Series booklets

• Christina Kelly, C. and Flannery, W. (2020). Blue Growth Pathway for Ports. Report available at here

• Kalaydjian, R. (2020). Blue Growth Pathway for Offshore Renewable Energy. Report available here

• Kyriazi, Z. and Marhadour, A. (2020). Blue Growth Pathway for Aquaculture. Report available here

• Fahy, F., Carr, L., Norton, D., Farrell, D., Corless, R., Hynes, S. (2020). Blue Growth Pathway for
Marine and Coastal Tourism Trail Development. Report available here

• Murillas, A. and Prellezo, R. (2020). Blue Growth Pathway for Fisheries Report available here

MOSES featured
in Basque
Maritime
 

The December 2020 edition of Basque maritime, published by MOSES partner Foro Maritimo Vasco,
featured an article about the impact index of the blue economy on the marine environment prepared by
MOSES project partners. 

This study is an initial attempt to construct an index based on a set of indicators that have the potential
to assess the accumulative impacts of human maritime activities in the Atlantic Area of the European
Union. The index includes the assessment of the blue economy (economic indicators such as income or
the gross added value, social ones such as employment and, other physical variables, for example, the
tons of product unloaded) for each of the activities in question. The index will provide tests of how the
size of the different sectors measured by their contribution to the blue economy can impact the green
component of the ecosystem. 

The article is on page 16 and can be accessed at this link. 

Throughout the document, there are many news stories about the marine industry in the Basque region.

Building a
sustainable marine
tourism trail
through
community voices:
Rathmullan, Co.

Donegal
 

Desiree Farrell presented her work at the 2021 Donegal Marine Tourism Conference on 23 March
2021. For her doctoral research at NUI Galway, Desiree has been exploring how the community
and cultural identity of Ireland’s west coast is shaped through the lens of tourism. Her work within
the MOSES project has been based in the community of Rathmullan, which sits along Ireland’s
Wild Atlantic Way touring route in County Donegal.

This research contributes to the examination of the Wild Atlantic Way as a ‘Living Lab’ for Blue
Growth Pathways for coastal tourism trails in Ireland, which Desiree presented on behalf of the
NUI Galway MOSES team.

Port Sustainability
Webinar available
On Monday, March 8th, Queens
University hosted a webinar about
developing Blue Growth pathways for
ports and discussed the opportunities
and challenges for ports and shipping
transitioning towards sustainability.

Wesley Flannery from Queens University opened the webinar giving a brief overview of the
MOSES project.

Christina Kelly from Queens University spoke about the case study - Transitioning towards port
sustainability using Belfast harbour as an example.

Trevor Anderson, Director of Infrastructure and Business Transformation at Belfast Harbour
presented "A Clean Green Port where People and Planet Thrive".

https://youtu.be/-3IgdkYmiT4

Ifremer hosted a
webinar about
Offshore
Renewable
Energy (ORE)

Date : 7 January 2021, 10h-12h30.

Participants:

• Mrs Anne-Marie Cuesta (Bretagne Pole Naval, General Delegate)
• Jacques Dubost (head, Brittany ORE business coordination group, BPN)
• Jean-François Daviau (founder and former chairman and CEO of Sabella SAS, currently a
board member of Sabella, board member and technical adviser of BPN),
• Regis Kalaydjian (Ifremer, MOSES project)

Note: due to a technical error, there is no recording of this webinar.

The webinar was about Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) in Europe, the Atlantic Area and
Brittany in particular, with the goal of providing the MOSES project with operational information on
the state of the ORE industry, and contributing to the outline of a sustainable growth scenario for
the Atlantic ORE sector. The webinar was organized with the participation of Bretagne Pole Naval
(BPN), Brittany industry association representing regional maritime companies. BPN delivered a
report to Ifremer within MOSES, on ORE projects in Brittany.

The webinar was organized by topic, based on a brief questionnaire circulated earlier to
participants. It was held in French language.

The debate aimed at identifying the main issues raised by ORE development as aimed at by the
strategies prepared by the EC and the French government. Brittany benefits from the recent
development of submarine current turbines and the running of a large size tidal plant, built long
ago. But in France, offshore wind farms are only at the stage of projects. A few of them are due to
be installed shortly now, including one located on the north coast of Brittany. The debate
benefitted from participants’ wide engineering experience and their activity in Brittany.

As there is no recording, below is a summary of the meeting

 

Introduction and preliminary remarks

The webinar was about Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) in Europe, the Atlantic Area and
Brittany in particular, with the goal of providing WP7-Action 6 with operational information on the
state of the ORE industry, and contributing to the outline of a sustainable growth scenario for the
Atlantic ORE sector. The webinar was organized with the participation of Bretagne Pole Naval
(BPN), Brittany industry association representing regional maritime companies. BPN delivered a
report to Ifremer within the MOSES project, on the ORE industry in Brittany.

The webinar was organized by topic, based on a brief questionnaire circulated earlier to
participants. It was held in French language. The present note is a summary of the debate.

At first sight, the development of OREs in the Atlantic Area complies with all sustainability
requirements and is desirable as such. However, it faces a range of difficulties, including the
economic and environmental sustainability of installation of ORE units and over their operational
phase. Technology competitiveness is also essential and varies depending on the different types
of ORE. The debate summarized below aimed at identifying the main issues raised by ORE
development as aimed at by the strategies prepared by the EC and the French government.

Participants’ experience was largely based on ORE projects in Brittany. This region benefits from
the recent development of submarine current turbines and the running of a large size tidal plant,
built long ago but still operational. But in France, offshore wind farms are only at the stage of
projects. A few of them are due to be installed shortly now, including one located off the Northern
coast of Brittany. The debate benefitted from participants’ wide engineering experience and their
activity in Brittany. Obviously, since the French ORE sector is not the most developed one in the
EU, a participation of people from other Atlantic countries’ ORE sectors would have been largely
beneficial to the debate.

 

Summary of the debate

 

• What are the main technical and economic conditions to local enterprises for accessing
ORE markets ? What are regional companies’ strengths and weaknesses on Brittany’s ORE
markets ?

J.-F. Daviau (JFD) :

• ORE markets are international markets. Local specificities do not play an important part. Brittany
companies are competing with companies from other French regions or other countries. Given
their limited size, they can compete as subcontractors rather than principal contractors.
• However, while the manufacturing part of ORE markets is largely international, logistics is more
determined by regional conditions and the type of ORE. E.g. certain marine zones with good wind
conditions are not adapted to bottom-fixed wind farms owing to bathymetry conditions. There is no
alternative but floating turbines. This has an influence on the manufacture of turbine bases and on
the logistics required, where local companies can play their part.
• Other example: submarine current turbines are adapted to zones where submarine currents are
strong, e.g. the "Raz Blanchard". Such local conditions impact decisions in terms of logistics.

A.-M. Cuesta (AMC) :

• In the report delivered by BPN to Ifremer, a survey of regional companies describes the product
and service categories that companies provide to ORE developers as concerns the first ORE
projects in Brittany. Most contracts account for modest parts of bigger procurement contracts.

J Dubost (JD) :

• Given the delay taken by ORE projects procurement procedures in France, foreign companies
have an initial cost advantage over their French competitors in terms of co-ordinated tender
submission capacity. But while local companies depend on large size developers to get market
shares, their skills compare with foreign competitors in certain specific market segments.
• In France, key decisions were taken a few years ago at a national scale in terms of selected
ORE manufacturing production sites and dedicated port terminals. These decisions have not
prioritized Brittany. Main ports and logistics facilities are outside the region. Brittany companies’
market shares are limited to maintenance, assembly and storage rather than manufacture, ports
and supply services.
• In the future, the need to increase ORE production capacity – although this is not on the agenda
in the short term – may be an opportunity for Brittany to get more manufacturing and logistics
capacity. Generally speaking, the selected marine zones for ORE projects influence the location of
production and logistics sites.

 

• The BPN report suggests that among the regional businesses which are involved in the
ORE industry, many participate in several ORE projects, while a few are only on one
project. What are the main drivers of local businesses’ ORE market involvement?

JD :

• Companies’ strategies are mostly determined by their core activities and existing skills. However,
companies generally think they need to diversify their markets.

JFD :

• Companies’ core activity is indeed critical. E.g. submarine current turbine blades are
manufactured from carbon fibre, and Brittany companies have experience in sailboat building and
the manufacture of carbon fibre sails. The manufacture of current turbine blades also requires
skills and experience in rudder and foil manufacture (the Brittany sailboat building sector has such
skills) but the base of turbines is metal-made.

JD :

• However, despite Brittany’s comparative advantages, the blade manufacturing unit has been built
in Normandy, near the port of Cherbourg. Its location in Brittany would have been more efficient
for logistics reasons.

JFD :

• This choice of location has probably been influenced by the selection of a site off Normandy for
the first offshore wind project in France. As regards marine current turbines, logistics facilities in
Brest and maintenance services in Lorient (Southern Brittany) are sufficient. Supply vessels are
not necessary. Turbines are installed using jack-ups.

 

• What are the main difficulties for OREs in terms of cost-effectiveness and profitability?

JFD :

• As regards offshore wind, fixed-bottom turbines have a levelised cost of energy (LCOE) of
around EUR50/MWh, while floating units are at EUR80 to 100/MWh, depending on the distance to
the coast. There is still some way ahead in having floating wind turbines fit for the commercial
phase although some over cost is generally accepted, given the potential of this technology.
Maintenance costs of floating farms are not seen as a major problem as the different technical
aspects of maintenance are under control. The main weakness of this technology is submarine
cables linking turbine bases to the seabed. Cables are subject to fatigue and vulnerability to
environment and other marine activities, which increases maintenance costs. This requires
floating farm zones being exclusively dedicated to that activity, given the risks associated with
cables, while some flexibility is allowed with fixed-bottom units, less sensitive to damage from
fisheries and navigation.
• On the other hand, more location flexibility is secured when floating farms are sufficiently remote
from the coast, as other marine activities are much less impacted by the existence of an exclusive
zone. But if floating farms were located remote from the coast, it would be too risky to have an
electric cable linking farms to onshore landing points. A hydrogen-based technology, whereby
hydrogen would be produced on the spot by electrolysis and then transported onshore, is the
preferred option. Technically, this option has common features with operations on an oil platform.
• Cost issues are also related to investment lead time and the slow decision-making process of the
administrative proceedings for ORE procurements. E.g. the fixed-bottom farm project of Northern
Brittany (off Saint-Brieuc Bay) was contracted in 2012 at a purchase price of around
EUR200/MWh. Such price is no longer in line with current costs with a EUR50 to 60/MWh LCOE
(see above). The price has then been renegotiated downward. Other projects were subject to
similar renegotiations.

 

• In France, the “Multiannual Energy Programme” is the main guidance document,
published in 2019 by the government. It outlines the state’s objectives in terms of energy
consumption and supply for the two successive five-year periods of 2019-2023 and 2024-
2028, and describes a pathway to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050. What is the impact of
the Programme on regional businesses’ strategies and their capacity to access ORE
markets?

AMC :

• The BPN report gives an account of businesses’ first reactions to the Programme, which was still
too recently published to be assessed in details. The reactions are positive. Purchase prices of
ORE production by the grid are not seen as a major cause of concern.

JFD :

• The initial draft Programme was severely criticized for its lack of ambition in terms of ORE. A
revision was urged by the industry, and the final version is now acceptable with a yearly tender for
a 500MW ORE capacity. Local companies are comfortable with that scheme.

JD :

• While purchase prices do not really influence the regional ORE industry’s strategy, administrative
constraints are a problem. These include environmental constraints related to the impacts of
OREs on marine activities and the slow administrative process implemented to solve the
constraints. Several ORE projects were subject to complaints and legal actions, which
compounded the administrative process. The Northern Brittany farm has just been cleared to start
construction (despite persisting opposition from local fisheries).
• For environmental reasons, in terms of offshore wind energy, the regional authorities prioritize
floating farms. E.g. the floating farm foreseen to start operation in 2022 of Southern Brittany has a
capacity of around 30MW and would be the first phase of a more important project with the
development of a 250MW floating farm, followed by a second one of 500MW in a neighbour zone.
To implement this project, the fixed-bottom farm of Northern Brittany is a useful start. It helps local
companies to gain experience in terms of coordinated submission to future tenders for floating
farms of any size and in specific activities such as logistics and staff training.

JFD :

• Logistics facilities in Brest and maintenance service capacity in Lorient are key to such
coordinated submissions.

AMC :

• As regards the slow administrative process following complaints filed against ORE projects, the
Senate has proposed an amendment to the Multiannual Energy Programme providing a
simplification of administrative proceedings for procurements.

 

• How do local businesses manage to adjust staff number and skills to the requirements of
ORE markets?

JFD :

• Sabella has no recruitment problem because its core activity is engineering projects, and the
ORE industry – more generally Blue Energy – is attractive to young engineers.

AMC :

• Staff recruitment and training require a sizeable and continuous flow of business. In addition,
staff training requires time. So, for wind energy, the regional industry would need a seamless
move from fixed-bottom farms to floating projects without a long lead time between the two
phases. But given the current decision-making process, it is now certain that we will have to live
with a 4- or 5-year lead time. Such ups and downs will be difficult to manage for the local industry.
• The Northern Brittany wind farm project was also illustrative of the difficulty to convince
developers to subcontract with local businesses. This difficulty showed the necessity to have well-
established relationships between developers and the local industry. In turn, this requires a
reliable flow of projects.

 

• What are the main categories of environmental conditions that apply to ORE projects?
Impacts on navigation and fisheries? Transmission cable landing facilities? What else?

JD :

• As said about question 4, environmental issues are a major cause of slow administrative and
decision-making process in terms of marine energy development. They concern a) initial
construction (local environmental disturbances) and b) operation (primarily impacts on other
marine activities).

JFD :

• Marine protected areas are open to ORE projects. So the installation of a pilot submarine current
turbine was allowed in the Fromveur Strait of the "Iroise Sea". Such turbines work well at around
35m depth, where the current is still strong and waves less disturbing. Currents are weaker at
50m.

 

• The upside of submarine current turbines is that it is feasible to have a higher density of units
than wind turbines, as submarine units can be placed closer to one another. In addition, in areas
like the Fromveur Straight where marine currents are strong, fishing techniques are limited.
Trawling and shipping are forbidden and the use of other fishing bottom gears is too risky.
Therefore, in the operational phase, turbines cause no major additional constraints to commercial
fishing, nor to navigation. The Fromveur strait is therefore estimated to be able to sustain the
working of some 1,500 turbines amounting to a 2GW power potential, i.e. equivalent to 4 wind
farms.
• However, among the environmental impacts from submarine current turbines in the operational
phase, ultrasounds must be mentioned as a source of disturbance to mammals. Their impacts
have been studied by Ifremer and their intensity appears to vary depending on locations. But
environmental impacts tend to be more important from floating current turbines than fixed-bottoms.
• The major weakness of submarine current turbines is their cost. Their LCOE is still at EUR300 to
500/MWh. It must be noted that each project consists of new prototypes in the absence of
standardization, with specific technical characteristics and costs.

 

• The European Commission has just issued a Communication to the Parliament and the
Council setting up an ORE strategy with the goal of speeding up ORE projects. Subject to
available fundings, these objectives could have significant impacts on the EU’s ORE
markets. Do they influence regional businesses’ strategies in terms of investments or
exports? Or do businesses prioritize member states’ decisions?

AMC :

• In Brittany, regional businesses are primarily motivated by the national "Multiannual Energy
Programme" previously discussed. For regional businesses, the EC represents a key booster and
a major facilitator for ORE projects.

footnotes

https://www.bretagnepolenaval.bzh

Raz Blanchard: strait between the Channel Islands and the Norman coast.

Senate: the French upper house.

Iroise Sea stretches off west Brittany, from the coast to Sein and Ushant islands. Fromveur Strait:
near Ushant, zone with strong currents (locally up to 9 and frequently up to 7 knots).

Including biofouling.

As compared to fixed-bottom wind turbines LCOEs estimated at around EUR70 to 90/MWh in
Germany, the UK and the Netherlands.

COM(2020) 741 of 19 November 2020. "An EU Strategy to harness the potential of offshore
renewable energy for a climate-neutral future". The EC’s objectives are an offshore wind energy
capacity of 60GW in 2030, and 300GW in 2050 in Europe as compared to 12GW in 2019, i.e. an
average annual 4.8GW increase over the target period. The objectives also include a 40GW
capacity in "ocean energy" (current turbines, tidal plants, wave energy and ocean thermal energy
conversion) and emerging sources (floating wind and solar) by 2050.

QUB-MOSES
researcher
participated at the
Coastal Transition:
Blue Economy
conference
On 5th November 2020, QUB-MOSES researcher, Dr. Christina Kelly, participated at the Coastal
Transition: Blue Economy conference which was hosted online by the Southern Connecticut State
University, New Haven, Connecticut.

The aim of the conference was to act as a catalyst to bridge and mobilize emerging knowledge(s)
on coastal/marine governance, technology development, and policy practices for transitioning to a
Blue Economy. Christina’s presentation titled ‘Navigating a future transition pathway towards
sustainability in ports and shipping’ focused on how sustainable ‘Blue Growth’ in the maritime
shipping and transport sectors could be achieved in Northern Ireland through the application of a
Transition Management approach.

The presentation gave an overview of the research carried out-to-date by the QUB-MOSES team
as part of Work Package 7 and their case study involving Belfast Harbour. This included setting
the context in terms of growth in the shipping sector and the need to transition to greater
sustainability and decarbonisation as a result of increasing emissions. Christina outlined the case
study methodology and, in particular, emphasised the application of a Future Pathways Analysis
approach. At the time of the conference, Christina was able to share some preliminary research
findings with the audience and consequently, received positive responses from her peers which
will feedback into the final reporting of this case study and subsequent work package outputs.

 

2nd Moses
Webinar video
available
Recently CIIMAR held a webinar on
the theme of "Towards sustainable
aquaculture in Portugal. Best
practices from Centro region”.
Speakers at the webinar were:

• Dr Helena Abreu is ALGAplus commercial director. She is an expert in seaweed physiology and
cultivation, namely in IMTA land-based and open-sea systems derived from work experience in
Portugal, USA, Chile and Ireland. She has extensive relations with national and international R&D
and business entities. She is Vice-President of the International Seaweed Association Council.
• Dr Renata Serradeiro, CEO ACUINOVA, fish farming company with more than 150 workers.
Experience in the aquaculture sector, including management activities, for more than 20 years.
• Dr Andreia Cruz, PhD in Biotechnology, is Genetic Manager for Oceano Fresco, shellfish
breeding company for aquaculture.

A recording of the webinar is available below.

https://youtu.be/oNOLE04zmY8

Galician
Confidential picks
up on MOSES
assessment of
anthropogenic
vulnerability of
Atlantic coastal
regions
A recent news report in the Science section of GC (Galician Confidential), a newspaper in Galicia,
Spain has reported on the findings from a recent MOSES output. The article focuses in on the
coastal vulnerability of the regions along the Galician coastline as reported in the MOSES study
published in the scientific journal Marine Policy by researchers at the University of the Basque
Country (UPV / EHU), Javier Fernández Macho, Pilar González and Jorge Virto.

The article compares the Galician regions to other regions vulnerability scores also reported in the
same MOSES paper. The full article can be read here. (please note that the article is Galician, use
of an online translator will be needed) The article concludes that while the Galician coast is quite
vulnerable to the risk of marine spills, it receives some of the highest scores for water quality,
waste treatment and active coastal protection. The Moses paper that the article is passed on can
be accessed here

MOSES webinar
available to watch
On November 17th 2020, the
Whitaker Institute (NUIG) hosted a
webinar about Sustainable Marine
Tourism Trail Development – An
Irish Perspective. The webinar was
presented by Dr Stephen Hynes and

discussed the Wild Atlantic Way (WAW), Ireland’s first long-distance coastal touring route,
covering over 2,500 km along the West coast of Ireland. Launched in 2014 by Fáilte Ireland, the
goal of the WAW is to further develop Ireland as a high-quality and competitive tourism destination
in overseas tourist markets. Researchers at NUI Galway used the WAW as a case study to
examine what is required to develop sustainable coastal tourism trails. The webinar considered
these issues from both the demand side perspective of the tourists travelling along the WAW and
the supply-side perspective of stakeholders at one point on the WAW.

The webinar included presentations on:

An Introduction to the Wild Atlantic Way
Daithí Gallagher, Fáilte Ireland

Wild Atlantic Way tourists: A survey of spending, activities and attitudes
Daniel Norton, NUI Galway

Building a sustainable marine tourism trail through community voices: Rathmullan, Co.
Donegal
Desiree Farrell, NUI Galway

https://youtu.be/OlZeL_JgsL0

 

MOSES webinar -
Sustainable
marine tourism
trail development
The Wild Atlantic Way (WAW) is
Ireland’s first long-distance coastal
touring route, covering over 2,500 km
along the West coast of Ireland. Launched in 2014 by Fáilte Ireland, the goal of the WAW is to
further develop Ireland as a high-quality and competitive tourism destination in overseas tourist
markets. As part of the EU Interreg project MOSES, researchers at NUI Galway use the WAW as
a case study to examine what is required to develop sustainable coastal tourism trails. In this
webinar, these issues are discussed from both the demand side perspective of the tourists
travelling along the WAW and the supply-side perspective of stakeholders at one point on the
WAW.

The webinar will include presentations on:

An Introduction to the Wild Atlantic Way
Daithí Gallagher, Fáilte Ireland

Wild Atlantic Way tourists: A survey of spending, activities and attitudes
Daniel Norton, NUI Galway

Building a sustainable marine tourism trail through community voices: Rathmullan, Co.
Donegal
Desiree Farrell, NUI Galway

This webinar is the first in the Moses webinar series, which seeks to understand and quantify the
sustainability dimension of Blue Growth with respect to the potential environmental impacts of key
strategic marine sectors across the EU Atlantic Arc member states.

The MOSES project is funded by the EU INTERREG Atlantic V Programme (2014 to 2020),
Priority 4 Enhancing Biodiversity and the Natural and Cultural Assets

 

Dr Daniel Norton
presented at
Environ2020

On the 20th October, Dr Daniel Norton from NUI Galway joined the online annual Environ2020
colloquium where he presented the MOSES case study on improving the sustainability of coastal
touring routes. Environ2020 is the 30th Irish Environmental Researchers Colloquium and was
hosted virtually this year by ESAI & DCU Water Institute. The theme of this year’s colloquium was
‘Ireland's Water, Energy & Environment in a Climate & Biodiversity Emergency'.

The title of Daniel’s presentation was “Examining the perceptions of tourists as sustainability
pressure indicators on the Wild Atlantic Way”. The work uses data from a survey of visitors along
the Wild Atlantic Way, a coastal touring route along the west coast of Ireland. The presentation
focused on tourists’ perception of the level of traffic, number of tourists and quality of transport
infrastructure at different locations along the route. Initial results suggest that higher levels of
traffic and tourists are located on the southern end of the route and that the environment in these
areas may be more susceptible to pressures from coastal tourists.

The output from MOSES’s was not the only Atlantic Area Interreg funded work being discussed at
Environ2020, with a number of the RiskAquaSoil project members discussing their work. The
project aims to improve the resilience of Atlantic rural areas with a focus on the mitigation of
climate change effects on soil and water.

In addition to Daniel’s presentation, there was a cross-section of presentations related to the
marine and coastal environments varying from measuring pollutants in killer whales to an analysis
of the enforcement of sea fisheries law in Ireland showcasing lots of interesting research relevant
to the work being carried out by the MOSES team.

More details on Environ2020 and highlights from the colloquium are available here.
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